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About the Studio
Bonilla Pet Studio is a premiere pet studio based in Hampton Roads, VA. We believe that your pets
deserve to be remembered with beautiful artistic portraits. We specialize in photographing families
and their fur babies, and shwocasing the truly unique and special bond they share.
Find out more about our studio and connect with us online at www.BonillaPetStudio.com

Introduction

Everyone loves to see and share great pet photos! But in a world of smartphones and social media,
sometimes we can forget to give our pets the time it takes to make something more special than the
average post in your feed. That’s why we at Bonilla Pet Studio have created this guide.
We realize that not every pet photo can be a work of art ready to display in your home for years,
but we do think that photos shared of your pets can be special and captivating in their own way! We’ve
isolated some of the techniques and tools we use in the studio that don’t require thousands of dollars
of equipment and experience, and we’ve packaged them in this handy guide.
We hope that the following tips help you celebrate your relationship with your pet in a fun and
exciting way and leaves you with some fun memories to share on social media!
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Showcase Their Personality
The ultimate goal of most pet photography is to show off your fur baby’s personality and style, or
to showcase your bond and affection towards one another. That means it’s very important to plan for
your home photoshoot by first finding what makes your pet so special to you! Coming up with words
like energetic, gentlemanly, regal, or chaotic can really help drive the direction of your shoot and help
your photographs truly showcase your pet.

Focus on Their Eyes
Many people say the eyes are the window to
the soul - and the same is true for animals! If your
dog or cat has ever begged from you at the dinner
table, you will be acutely aware of the amount of
emotion animals are able to convey through simply
their stare. (Who could blame you for giving them
scraps with THAT face!)
Because the eyes are so important, it’s something we try to pay very close attention to in photography.
An animal looking at the camera could give a
more intimate feel than one looking away, or an
animal looking at a treat or piece of food in the
frame might help tell a visual story. Keeping an eye
on where your animal is focusing its attention and
being intentional should yield more engaging photos.

Incorporate Toys and Props
Aside from facial expressions and body language, props and toys can add a huge amount of personality to an image! Does your elderly cat always climb on your bookshelf and then meow for help to get
down? Try including some older hardcover books in the image! Get your kitty to stand on them, or just
have them close by. This small detail will help someone less familiar with your pet get an insider’s look
into their particular personality.
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Keep Your Pet Comfortable
Be Patient
If someone asked you to model for the camera on the spot with little to no warning, you could be
caught off guard and anxious right? Think of how your pet may feel and be patient with them! We all
want beautiful photos of our pets whether we’re using a phone camera or a professional DSLR. But
most importantly we want our pets to be comfortable and enjoy the process as much as we do!

Treats and Love
Not only can treats be a powerful motivator when getting your pet “on set,” they can also be a great
way to reinforce good feelings around the camera. If you use off-camera flashes or any studio equipment, it may startle your fur baby if they aren’t used to the spotlight. Feeding them treats after a few
pictures can help keep them interested and enthusiastic about the process.

When it’s Time to Stop, Stop
Pushing a pet for the “perfect” photo may
stress them out and might not be fun for
them. We highly encourage giving your pet
plenty of time to adjust to the camera, even
at home. In our studio we allow pets to roam
around for normally 5-10 minutes before we
even take the first image. This time is also
accompanied by us getting to know you and
your pet with lots of questions and a good
amount of scratches and treats. But sometimes even after all of that love and affection,
a fur baby might get anxious in the studio and
begin exhibiting body language that it is done
being photographed.
It’s always better to stop early than to
push a pet to the point where it doesn’t enjoy
the people or the process anymore.
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Change Your Perspective
Have you ever wondered why so many pet photos shot on phones look so similar? They are often
all shot from human-level eye height! That’s right, most photos we as people take are from our eye
level, and this means that a lot of photos can look the same.
But our pets exist a little bit lower to the ground in most cases, and we can get exceptional photos
by pushing the boundaries of how we shoot!

Get Down to Paw Level
Getting down to your pet’s level is going to
be the easiest way to differentiate your photos
from the pack online. It may also make your pet
more comfortable with the shoot to begin with!
The easiest way to get low is to:
• Kneel on the ground
• Find a stool and sit on it
• Or lay flat on your stomach
Once you’re on “all fours” so to speak, you’ll
generally want your camera angle to be similar
to the height of your pet’s head or nose.

Shoot From High Above
You can take a high angle shot to the extreme and shoot from far above your pet. Getting onto
a step stool or chair can offer some interesting angles of your pet especially when they are looking
directly at the camera.
The most important thing to remember when photographing your pet is to get creative and experiment with angles and settings. Having 50 photos of one angle or pose is going to often be less enticing
than having 20 photos of 5 or 6 different angles and scenes.
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Grab Their Attention
We mentioned earlier that focusing on the eyes of your pet is extremely important in capturing
their personality - but how exactly do you get your pet to look where you want it to? It can be harder
than you think! But luckily we have some tips and tricks to help you capture a perfect pet expression.

Have No Shame
“Do whatever it takes to get the shot” is a common phrase in photography. And in our studio, you
can often hear us through the door barking, howling, meowing, using duck calls, squeakers, knocking
on the walls and saying phrases like “do you wanna...?” ad nauseum. We often feel extremely silly and
have a lot of laughs over the course of a session - but it’s all to get the shot.
Oftentimes we only need the pet to stay relatively still and look at the camera for a split second.
Once we make a noise or howl, we are keeping a vigilant eye out for your pet to react; and when they
do - usually by looking at the camera, tilting their head, or raising their ears - we snap the shot. To find
what works best for your pet in particular may take some experimentation.

Get Creative & Have Fun!
We spend a good portion of our sessions getting to know you and your pet to showcase the bond
that you share. We know that at home you can get creative and make some fun images that will make
for great social media posts, gifts, or even holiday cards.
Remember that in photography there is always room for experimentation and fun. And ultimately
these photos at home are designed to be a fun experience for you and your pet to share together. If it
feels stressful, or your pet seems to not be enjoying the process anymore, there is no harm in taking a
break, maybe even a long walk outside, and trying again later!
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Share Images With Us!
We want to see the images you create! Share them with us online on Facebook and Instagram!
And if you’re looking for inspiration in your home photos please take a look at our portfolio - it’s full of
different animals, families, and poses from over the years.
Enjoy making art with your precious pets!

The Studio Difference
We know more than anyone how much work goes into taking the perfect photo of your pet.
Our studio is happy to deliver heirloom quality artwork of fur babies and ther familes every day
to customers in Hampton Roads.
To skip the work and the stress of taking photos yourself and walk away with stunning artwork of your fur baby, we are ready and willing to schedule a session for you. We have all the
knowledge and expertise listed in this guide (and more) as well as props, backdrops, and state-ofthe-art camera equipment at the ready to make beatiful artwork for your home.
Call us at 757-912-5862
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